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Attachments:

· T2M010063 (reply-charging functionality in 3GPP release 4 - June 13, 2001)

· T2-010892 (response to the LS on Future Releases of MMS (T2-010852) – Oct 11, 2001)

· T2-010848 (CR to 23.140 R4 - Refinement of the reply-charging service behaviour description)

· T2-011043 (CR to 23.140 R5 - Editorial clarifications to the reply-charging service behaviour description)
1. Overall Description:

3GPP T2 would like to thank WAP Forum MMDC for their ongoing work aiming to fulfill all the 3GPP TS 23.140 Rel-4 requirements for the 2nd release of WAP MMS (codename “Voyager”). One of these 3GPP requirements is the support for Reply-Charging in MMS. In two former LSs (T2M010063 and T2-010892, that are attached to this LS) some important questions related to the Reply-Charging functionality in 3GPP MMS have been raised by WAP Forum MMDC.

With this LS 3GPP T2 would like to inform WAP Forum MMDC about accepted/planned changes that have been/will be applied to 3GPP TS 23.140 based on WAP Forum MMDC’s concerns.

a) Backwards compatibility problem:

In a former LS the WAP Forum MMDC has identified a possible backwards compatibility problem in the service behaviour description of the reply-charging functionality that might occur whenever an originator MMS Client requests this feature, but it is not supported by the recipient MMS Proxy-Relay or recipient MMS Client.

In the current version of 3GPP TS 23.140 the Reply-Charging information element is used upon submission of an MM by the originator MMS User Agent to indicate that the sender wants to pay for a reply-MM (8.1.1.3), whereas upon notification/retrieval the same information element is used by the MMS Relay/Server to indicate that a reply to the notified/retrieved original MM is free of charge (8.1.2.3/8.1.3.3). There is common understanding in T2 that backwards compatibility problems do not occur if different field values for the Reply-Charging information element, e.g. Reply-Charging = "requested" upon submission and Reply-Charging = "accepted" upon notification/retrieval, are defined for reference point MM1. Maybe the service behaviour description in chapter 6.1.10 is not clear enough on this point. In order to express that different field values are to be used for the Reply-Charging information element a CR to 3GPP TS 23.140 Rel-5 has been prepared aiming to align the service behaviour description in chapter 6.1.10 according to the statements in chapter 8.1.13, 8.1.2.3 and 8.1.3.3. This CR (T2-011043) is also attached to this LS.
b) Restriction to one MMSE

For 3GPP MMS Rel-4 the Reply-Charging functionality is restricted to one MMSE only. Extensions to more than one MMSE are not envisaged for future releases of 3GPP MMS, but T2 does not want to exclude that such extensions of the Reply-Charging functionality across different MMSEs might be possible work items for future releases of 3GPP MMS. However, this will not have any influence on the field values of the information elements on reference point MM1 and is therefore regarded not to affect WAP Forum MMDC’s current work.

c) Limitation to “text only”

T2 agrees that in case of Reply-Charging a restriction of the reply-MM to “text only” does not necessarily mean a restriction in size. Based on WAP Forum MMDC’s concerns related to the reply-charging limitations a CR to 3GPP TS 3.140 Rel-4 (T2-010848, which is also attached to this LS) was approved in order to align the information elements for the reply-charging limitation maximum size of a reply-MM with the service behaviour description. In the current version of 3GPP MMS an originator of an MM may be able to specify a deadline and the maximum size upon her Reply-Charging request. The restriction of a reply-MM to “text only” is still valid for 3GPP MMS, but T2 does not want to generally exclude that this restriction will be discarded in future releases of 3GPP MMS.

d) Dependencies with other charging mechanisms

For WAP Forum MMDC’s current work on the definition of header fields and associated field values on reference point MM1 T2 does not see any dependencies with other charging mechanism, such as Reverse-Charging, which is out of scope for 3GPP MMS Rel-5.

2. Actions to WAP Forum MMDC:

T2 does not see any reasons for not including the Reply-Charging functionality in the 2nd release of WAP MMS (codename “Voyager”) and kindly asks WAP Forum MMDC to proceed with their current work on this issue.
3. Date of Next T2 Meetings:

	T2#16
	11-15 Feb 2002
	no host

	T2#17
	13-17 May 2002
	no host
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Respectfully, 3GPP T2.
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